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THD  President  Joe  Luttrell  at  a 
general  membership  dinner  meeting. 
Photo  by  Rod  Freebairn-Smith. 


Several  years  ago,  when  I  moved 
on  the  Hill,  I  heard  about  the  Hill 
Dwellers  and  wanted  to  join  up.  I 
looked  in  the  phone  book;  no  luck. 

I  called  information;  still  no  luck. 
Finally,  a  neighbor  knew  someone 
who  knew  someone  who  got  me  a 
membership  application.  We  now 
have  a  telephone  number  (255- 
6799)  and  a  fax  (255-6499).  Is 
there  something  on  the  Hill  that  has  been  bugging  you?  Or  that  you 
wanted  to  tell  us  about?  Or  get  solved?  Or  find  out  more  about?  Call 
us! 

Just  about  everything  that  happens  in  the  Hill  Dwellers  gets  done  by 
one  of  its  many  committees.  Why  not  join  one  that  matches  up  with 
you?  You  will  likely  find  congenial,  effective  people  who  share  your 
interests.  Let’s  look  at  a  few. 

Got  a  parking  or  traffic  gripe  (who  doesn’t!)?  Our  Parking  and 
Traffic  Committee  gets  results,  and  works  directly  with  DPT. 

Call  Paul  Switzer  at  788-8667  or  join  the  monthly  meeting  at 
The  Gathering  Caffe,  every  second  Saturday  at  1 1:00  AM. 

Wanna  throw  a  party  with  someone  else’s  money?  That’s 
our  Social  Committee.  Call  Gerry  Crowley  at  445-5166  for  details. 


President's 

Letter 


From  Joe  Luttrell 


This  year’s  most  ambitious  effort  will  likely  be  the  Pioneer  Park  Project.  The  Park,  which  surrounds  Coit 
Tower,  has  been  straggly  for  years.  We  now  have  over  $250,000  in  and  close  at  hand.  We  need  design, 
fundraising  and  just  about  every  other  kind  of  help  you  can  think  of  to  secure  a  matching  amount  and  make  the 
Park  the  gem  it  should  long  have  been.  Call  Howard  Wong  at  982-5055  and  join  a  big-time  effort. 

Concerned  about  crime?  About  kids?  About  the  waterfront?  About  the  Hill’s  history?  We  have  commit¬ 
tees  for  these  and  just  about  every  other  activity  on  the  Hill.  If  we  don’t,  we’ll  start  one!  Check  out  the 
complete  list  on  page  35  —  you’ll  find  names  and  telephone  numbers.  And  if  you  don’t  find  what  you  need, 
give  me  a  call  at  255-6799  or  433-2105. 

A  major  thank  you  to  Mayor  Willie  Brown  for  his  welcome  and  effective  remarks  at  our  general  member¬ 
ship  meeting  and  dinner  in  April;  to  Supervisor  Bierman,  who  also  attended,  and  who  has  been  a  friend  indeed 
in  our  Pioneer  Park  efforts;  and  to  Captain  Heather  Fong,  our  third  guest  of  honor,  who  has  already  demon¬ 
strated  her  exceptional  leadership  at  Central  Station.  Kudos  to  the  chef  and  his  crew  at  Rose  Pistola  for  hosting 
us  and  putting  on  an  impressive  dinner. 
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Show  neighborhood  support... 


0 

% 

■  <4*  -J 

ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 

Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship”  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


© 


i 


Matteq  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

ez\ \atteucci  &  do 

UNO!  1*04 


© 


FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


Patronize  your  local  businesses! 
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Social  News 

by  Gerry  Crowley 


After  serving  four  years,  Jarilyn 
Cerruti  has  relinquished  the  Social 
Committee  chair.  THD  extends 
its  gratitude  for  her  enthusiasm 
and  creative  ideas  for  picnics, 
walks,  dinners  and  parties,  and  for 
late-night  stamping  and 
labeling  of  invitations. 

Thank  you  for  doing  a 
great  job,  Jarilyn! 

Ken  Scudder  and 
Kellin  Defiel  will  co¬ 
chair  the  Social  Com¬ 
mittee.  They’d  like  to 
increase  the 
committee’s  member¬ 
ship  and  welcome  calls 
from  THDers  willing  to 
work  with  them  to  plan 
and  carry  out  social 
events  for  the  coming 
year.  Have  some  good 
ideas?  Call  them  at 
397-8821. 

The  San  Francisco  Symphony 
is  again  offering  discounted 
tickets  to  neighborhood  groups  for 
the  All  San  Francisco  Concert  at 
Davies  Hall  on  Thursday  evening, 
September  8.  The  program  wasn’t 
available  at  press  time  but 
promises  to  be  listener  friendly. 
Tickets  are  $8  each  and  limited  to 
one  pair  per  member.  Make 


checks  payable  to  Ken  Scudder 
and  mail  (with  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope)  to  THD,  PO 
Box  330159,  SF  94133.  Checks 
must  be  received  by  June  29.  Ken 
will  mail  your  tickets  approxi¬ 


mately  ten  days  in  advance  of  the 
performance.  As  THD  will 
probably  have  no  more  than  50 
tickets,  they’re  available  on  a  first 
come/first  served  basis. 

A  sold-out  general  membership 
dinner  meeting  at  the  new  Rose 
Pistola  Restaurant  kicked  off  a 
busy  spring  social  calendar. 


Mayor  Willie  Brown  was  the  star 
of  the  evening,  along  with  the 
restaurant’s  owner  Reed  Hearon 
whose  crew  was  installing 
carpeting  until  just  minutes  before 
the  event. 

Next  on  the  agenda 
was  a  Sunday  afternoon 
cocktail  party  at 
O’Reilly’s  Pub  and 
Restaurant  on  Green 
Street.  Owner  Myles 
O’Reilly  and  staff 
warmly  hosted  a 
bountiful  and  delicious 
Irish  buffet. 

Another  sold-out 
general  membership 
meeting  and  election  of 
officers  was  enjoyed  at 
the  Basque  Hotel. 

North  Beach  photogra¬ 
pher  Jimo  Perini  was 
guest  speaker. 

Watch  for  announcements  of 
our  next  cocktail  party  and 
membership  dinner  meeting, 
tentatively  planned  for  June  23 
and  August  26,  respectively. 
Invitations  will  be  sent  to  all 
members. 


For  his  support  of  THD's  Pioneer  Park  Project,  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  receives  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  from  Ex-Officio 
President  Mia  Morrill.  Photo  by  Billie  Atlas. 
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Neighborhood  Eats 


The 

,  Italian  Dining 
Experience  in 
San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking 
Banquets  up  to  75 
1512  Stockton  Street 
(415)  392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

Pacific 

v  **U1I*-  . 

The  Original  Italian  Pizza  from  our  woodburning  oven 

Valet  Parking  •  Banquet  Room  Available 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am 
Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 


"★  ★  ★"  Michael  Bauer 


San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Rcslauranf 
Dinner  -  lues-  Sal.  -  5:30  - 10:00 
2  3  3  0  Taylor  SI  &  Columbus 
Telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 
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THD  Board  Resolutions 


February  12,  1996 
The  Board  approved  naming 
Julie  Christensen  to  fill  the 
Director  position  vacated  by  Kara 
Parsons.  It  also  approved  spend¬ 
ing  $100  for  a  listing  in  the 
publication,  North  Beach  Guide , 
and  donating  $25  to  SS  Peter  & 
Paul  Church  for  making  its  parish 
hall  available  for  Board  meetings. 

March  12,  1996 

The  Board  resolved  that  the 
Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Committee,  which  originated  as 
an  ad  hoc  committee  of  THD, 


shall  become  the  Pioneer  Park 
Project,  a  public/private  partner¬ 
ship,  with  the  autonomy  to 
broaden  its  membership  and  to 
improve  its  chances  of  success. 
The  Board  further  resolved:  that 
all  components  of  the  partnership 
shall  participate  to  the  extent  that 
they  desire  and,  with  respect  to 
THD,  that  its  President  or  Vice 
President  or  their  designees  shall 
be  full  participating  members  of 
all  committees  of  the  partnership; 
that  all  THD  Board  members  on 
the  Pioneer  Park  Project  be 


appointed  as  liaisons  to  the  Board 
from  the  committee;  that  there  be 
established  reporting  requirements 
which  are  acceptable  to  the  THD 
Board. 

April  9,  1996 

The  Board  unanimously  passed 
a  motion  to  nominate  Christopher 
Wand  for  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest’s  Emily  Prettyman  Lowell 
Award  for  his  invaluable  partici¬ 
pation  in  THD’s  400  Trees 
project. 


Political 

Junkies 

Welcome 


by  Sue  Cauthen, 

THD  Representative  of  the 
Coalition  for  SF  Neighborhoods 

The  Neighborhood  Liaison 
Committee  is  looking  for  a  few 
good  men  and  women  to  scope 
out  citywide  political  trends.  A 
principal  activity  is  attending 
meetings  of  the  Coalition  for  San 
Francisco  Neighborhoods,  an 
umbrella  group  for  about  25 
neighborhood  organizations 
throughout  San  Francisco. 

The  CSFN  meets  monthly  to 
discuss  neighborhood  issues  from 
the  Richmond  to  Bayview  Hill, 


from  North  Beach  to  Lake 
Merced.  We’ve  recently  explored 
such  topics  as  homeless  vs. 
homeowners’  rights  in  the  Haight, 
condos  vs.  open  space  on  Dolores 
Heights,  and  historic  buildings  on 
Russian  Hill. 

A  major  purpose  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  is  to  forge  citywide  solidarity 
on  matters  that  affect  quality  of 
life  in  our  neighborhoods.  We 
make  our  positions  known  to  City 
Hall  and  have  become  a  powerful 
voice  for  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  me  at  391-0737. 


micheal sparks 


artistic  eye 

opticians 

463  union  street 
san  francisco,  ca 
94133 

tel.  +  fax  415.397.5111 
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Welcome,  New 
Members! 

We  are  solving  our  computer 
problems,  we  think,  and  hope  you 
are  receiving  all  our  communica¬ 
tions.  Please  let  us  know  if  that’s 
not  true!  And  if  you  have  a  friend 
or  neighbor  who’d  like  to  join 
THD,  let  us  know  that  too  by 
calling  June  Fraps  at  392-1187. 

A  special  thanks  to  members 
who  have  sent  in  their  dues  checks 
with  additional  contributions.  The 
donations  are  much  appreciated. 

A  hearty  welcome  to  new 
members  who  have  joined  us  since 
the  last  Semaphore  was  printed: 

Jean  Steyaert  and  Peter  Andreson, 
Eleanor  Bertino,  Katherine 
Connelly,  Pino  Trogu  and  Lizzy 
Hirsch,  Polly  Hu,  Karen  Kevorkian, 
Robert  McDonald,  Corbin  Smith 
and  Michael  Meyers,  John 
Morrissey,  Paul  Pierson,  Robert  and 
Maria  Spurlock,  Kate  Stickley,  Phil 
Decker  and  Amber  Turner,  Dale 
and  Susan  Weidmer,  Thomas 
Kernan  and  Mark  and  Diane 
Whiting. 


This  may  be  your  last  Semaphore : 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  3/1/96  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has 
lapsed.  If  you  think  our  records  are 
incorrect,  or  you  are  in  doubt  about 
your  membership  status,  please  call 
June  Fraps  at  392-1187,  or  drop  a 
note  to  THD,  Membership,  PO  Box 
330159,  SF  94133.  We  want  to 
keep  you  with  us ! 


Introducing  New 
Board  Members 

Julie  Christensen 

THDers  involved  in  the  400  Trees  project  need  no  introduction  to 
new  Director  Julie  Christensen  whose  energy  and  effectiveness  has 
resulted  in  a  greener  neighborhood  for  all  of  us.  A  native  of 
southern  Louisiana,  Julie  moved  to  North  Beach  15  years  ago  and 
has  been  a  THD  member  for  nearly  three  years.  She  was  an  interior 
architect  for  Skidmore  Owings  and  Merrill  and  other  companies 
before  opening  her  own  product  design  studio  in  1991.  Julie  regards 
THD  as  “a  wonderful  organization  which  continues  to  reinvent 
itself,”  and  believes  that  activities  such  as  400  Trees  and  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project  can  help  us,  as  a  neighborhood,  “to  change  our  envi¬ 
ronment  in  a  positive  way.” 

Art  Peterson 

Art  Peterson,  THD’s  new  Recording  Secretary,  is  a  native 
Californian  who  spent  his  early  years  in  Berkeley.  He  and  his  wife, 
Norma,  are  the  parents  of  two  grown  children,  and  lived  in  San 
Francisco’s  Richmond  District  for  25  years  before  moving  into  a 
landmark  building  in  the  shadow  of  Coit  Tower.  Art  taught  English 
for  30  years,  half  of  them  at  Lowell  High  School.  He’s  now  editor 
of  the  National  Writing  Project,  a  network  of  writing  teachers.  Why 
did  Art  join  THD?  “I  had  heard  about  THD  before  we  moved  here,” 
he  says.  “I’m  very  impressed  by  the  quality  of  the  members  and 
proud  to  be  associated  with  them.” 

Rhoda  Robinson 

THD  gratefully  welcomes  the  return  of  its  archivist  Rhoda 
Robinson  as  Historian,  a  post  she  held  once  before  in  the  80’ s.  A 
THD  member  since  she  moved  here  in  1964  from  Vermont  via 
Marin  County,  Rhoda  also  served  as  membership  chair  for  four 
years.  She  describes  herself  as  a  “professional  volunteer”  since 
retiring  from  the  Mervin  Field  Research  Corp.,  and  lists  the  Arbore¬ 
tum  and  working  as  a  food  runner  among  her  favorite  volunteer 
activities.  Her  unique  home  on  Francisco  Street  with  its  bright  red 
door  is  a  popular  photo  opportunity  for  passing  tourists;  but  for 
THD,  Rhoda’ s  home  is  a  repository  for  its  history  —  carefully 
preserved  in  boxes  and  file  cabinets  for  future  historians  and 
researchers. 
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New  Board 
Members... 

Richard  Weissman 

New  Board  member  Richard 
Weissman  is  a  New  York  City 
transplant  who  has  become  an 
ardent  booster  of  his  adopted  city 
and  neighborhood.  He  and  his 
wife,  Hope,  a  Garfield  School 
teacher,  have  lived  on  the  Hill 
nearly  seven  years  and  enthusias¬ 
tically  declare  it  to  be  “the  best 
neighborhood  in  America  for  its 
human  and  physical  diversity;  and 
THD  helps  foster  the  spirit  of  the 
Hill.”  Richard  describes  himself 
as  a  political  scientist  who  taught 
for  15  years  and  ran  unsuccess¬ 
fully  for  the  School  Board  in 
1993.  He’s  now  involved  with 
focus  groups  and  consulting,  both 
political  and  commercial. 

Sign  Up  Your  Friends 
as  THD  Members 
&  They'll  Get  a 
Semaphore 

Subscription 

Name: _ 

S  treet : _ 

City: _ 

State: _ Zip: _ 

ONLY $25 

THD,  POB  330159 
SF,  CA  94133 


SF  Police  Commission  Meeting 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Commission  held  a  neighborhood  meeting 
on  April  24th  at  the  newly  renovated  Jean  Parker  Elementary  School  at 
840  Broadway.  Central  Station’s  Captain  Heather  Fong  gave  a  report 
on  police  activities  in  our  area. 

The  good  news  is  that  crime  is  down  19%  in  the  entire  district, 
though  there  are  still  problems  with  auto  boosting,  especially  in  the 
Wharf  area  where  tourists  leaving  luggage  and  packages  in  cars  are  the 
main  targets.  Central  Station  officers  are  working  with  the  narcotics 
bureau  throughout  the  area  to  clear  the  parks  where  dealers  and  users 
can  endanger  visitors.  Among  the  hot  spots  is  Washington  Square. 
There  is  great  concern  that  needles  might  be  left  in  the  children’s 
playground. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  monitor  street  sales  by  merchants  and 
vendors  in  Chinatown  and  on  the  Wharf.  Permits  will  be  checked  and 
illegal  vendors  will  be  shut  down.  Central  Station  has  also  set  up  a 
liaison  with  the  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic  to  coordinate 
neighborhood  complaints  and  problems  in  the  district. 

In  the  THD  sector,  Hank  and  Marilyn  Breen,  who  live  at  Telegraph 
Landing,  are  working  with  Captain  Fong  on  problems  with  bikers  and 
skateboarders  interfering  with  pedestrians  along  the  Embarcadero. 
Skateboards  are  also  damaging  the  new  benches  on  the  pedestrian  pier. 
Captain  Fong  reports  that  skateboard  magazines  list  San  Francisco  as  a 
number  one  spot  for  the  sport,  bringing  in  many  visiting  skaters  and 
compounding  the  problem. 

Central  Station  expects  to  have  from  10  to  14  new  officers  in  the 
district  in  the  near  future  which  may  help  solve  some  of  the  problems. 


Hill  Crime  Statistics 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 

For  the  FEB- APR  Period 


TYPE: 

1995 

1996 

%CHANGE 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

1 

Robbery 

18 

19 

Assault 

18 

18 

Burglary 

16 

22 

Theft 

99 

92 

Auto 

43 

44 

Other 

158 

121 

TOTAL 

352 

317 

-9.9% 
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REMO  HOTTER 

San  Francisco’s  Best  Kept  Secret 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

The  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


♦  1906  Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 


CoitJLLiquor 


THE  WINE  8c  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 


On  Washington  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1  -  8  0  0  -  2  5  5  -COIT 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 
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Book  Travel 

by  Gardner  Haskell,  North  Beach  Librarian 


Summer  travel  doesn’t  have  to 
be  expensive.  You  can  find  plenty 
of  exotic  adventures  nearby  with 
the  help  of  a  few  good  books. 

Stairway  Walks  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  by  Adah  Bakalinsky  lists 
two  walks  on  Telegraph  Hill,  one 
on  Nob  and  two  more  on  Russian 
Hill  before  listing  another  twenty 
throughout  the  city. 

People  come  from  all  over  the 
world  to  visit  San  Francisco  so 
why  not  enjoy  the  city  as  a  tourist. 
Borrow  one  of  our  new  guides 
such  as  The  Virago  Woman 's 
Travel  Guide  to  San  Francisco  by 
Harriet  Swift  or  Delehanty’s  San 


Francisco:  The  Ultimate  Guide 
and  revisit  and  rediscover  this 
great  city. 

For  those  of  you  who  enjoy  a 
drive,  Thirty  Country  Road  Loop 
Trips  In  Northern  California  — 
North  of  Sacramento  by  Gilbert 
Davies  will  show  you  how  to  get 
to  some  unusual  places.  However, 
if  you’d  rather  stay  closer  to  town 
then  Jerry  Graham’s  Bay  Area 
Back  Roads  and  Adventuring  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  by 
Peggy  Wayburn  are  the  books  for 
you.  And  if  you  want  to  take  your 
pooch  along,  The  California  Dog 
Lover’s  Companion  is  a  must 
read. 


"Reach  for  the  World"  at  the  Library 

by  Jensa  Woo,  North  Beach  Children's  Librarian 


“Reach  for  the  World  — 
Read!”  is  the  theme  of  San 
Francisco  Public  Library’s  1996 
Summer  Reading  Program.  From 
Saturday,  June  15  through 
Saturday,  August  10,  children 
ages  13  and  younger  who  come  to 
the  North  Beach  Library  can  sign 
up  and  take  part  in  the  reading 
program,  receive  small  incentive 
prizes  for  reading,  and  upon 
reading  eight  books,  can  choose 
one  of  several  prizes,  including  a 
paperback  book  or  a  pass  for  two 
to  the  Morrison  Planetarium  at  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences 
or  get  tickets  for  two  to  selected 
San  Francisco  Giants  baseball 
games.  This  program  is  designed 


to  encourage  kids  to  visit  the 
library,  check  out  books,  and  read 
during  the  summer  months. 

In  addition  to  the  reading 
program,  the  library  will  feature 
special  programs  during  the 
summer  that  tie  in  to  this  year’s 
theme.  Highlights  include: 

•  “Stories  and  Songs  from 
Around  the  World”  by  Storyteller 
Mara  on  Tuesday,  July  9  at  10:30 
AM  (program  suitable  for  ages  3 
and  older). 

•  “Into  the  Eye  of  Magic,”  a 
musical  Chinese  folktale  pre¬ 
sented  by  Opera  Piccola,  a  touring 
music  and  theater  company,  on 
Tuesday,  July  30  at  2:00  PM 
(suitable  for  ages  5  and  older). 


So  whether  you  are  touring  the 
Golden  State  or  the  “cool  grey 
city...”  come  in  to  the  North 
Beach  Library  and  grab  a  book  to 
plan  your  trip. 


•  Come  and  meet  “The 
Tapigami  Man,”  featuring  tap 
dance  and  origami  folding  on 
Thursday,  August  8  at  2:00  PM 
(suitable  for  ages  5  and  older). 

Contact  our  staff  to  find  out 
more  about  these  and  additional 
programs  this  summer  at  the 
library!  And  don’t  forget,  there 
are  weekly  storytime  of  film 
programs  for  infants,  toddlers,  and 
preschoolers. 

The  North  Beach  Library  is 
located  at  2000  Mason  (corner  of 
Columbus).  Call  274-0270  for 
library  hours.  Come  and  see  what 
in  the  world  is  happening  at  the 
library  this  summer! 
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FABULOUS  RELAXING 

THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

Swedish  -  Sports  -  Deep  Tissue 
10  Years  Certified 
Telegraph  Hill  location 
or  in  your  own  home. 
$35/hour 

Call  Rose  (415)  985-7114 


Stand  Up  and 
Be  Heard!! 

Forty  parking  spaces  will  be 
lost  in  our  already  traffic- 
congested  neighborhood  if  a 
misguided  DPT  ruling  is  allowed 
to  stand.  If  you  read  this  in  time, 
please  try  to  attend  the  June  4 
Parking  and  Traffic  Commission 
hearing  at  2  PM,  410  Van  Ness 
Ave.,  Room  428,  to  decide 
whether  tour  busses  can  monopo¬ 
lize  40  parking  spaces  along 
Northpoint  between  Stockton  and 
Powell,  and  on  Powell  between 
Northpoint  and  Beach.  The  40 
lost  spaces  will  result  in  40  more 
cars  looking  for  spaces  in  our 
neighborhood.  The  DPT  ruling 
was  opposed  by  a  large  turnout  of 
residents,  employees  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  businesses,  and  the  MUNI 
Drivers  Union,  among  others. 


TRAVEL  ZONE 

Patronize 

Ann  Beckom 

Our  Advertisers. 

Teii  them, 

Independent  Travel  Agent 

"1  saw  your  ad  in 

The  Semaphore." 

EXPERTISE  IN  SPECIAL  NEEDS  TRAVEL 

Call  me  for  all  your  travel  needs 

415-398-5887 

...... 

.  ... 
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Cliff-Hanging  Cultivators  Receive 
N.I.C.E.'s  People  Who  Make  a  Difference  Award 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

Twenty  years  ago  David  Davies  and  Jack 
Weeden  began  the  daunting  task  of  turning  the 
seemingly  unsalvageable  rocky  slopes  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Sansome  Hill  into  a  multicol¬ 
ored  flowering  garden.  At  THD’s  March  1 1 
dinner,  these  cliff-hanging  cultivators  received  the 
N.I.C.E.  Award  for  People  Who  Make  a  Difference 
for  their  “gift  of  a  Greenbelt.” 

To  understand  the  challenge  faced  by  David  and 
Jack,  consider  the  steepness  of  the  hill  and  the 
prevalence  of  invasive  fennel  plants.  To  manage 
the  1 10-foot  drop  from  their  home  on  Lower 
Calhoun  Terrace  to  Sansome  Street  below,  they 
needed  the  assurance  of  mountain  goats  and  well- 
secured  ropes.  Imagine  rappelling  with  your  hands 
full  of  garden  tools,  dirt  and  water  to  eliminate 
fennel.  Plant  by  plant  the  tops  were  cut  and 
sprayed.  A  year  later  their  roots  were  pulled.  In  the  third  year  seedlings  were  removed. 

They  started  planting  in  the  seventies,  in  response  to  a  year  of  heavy  rains  that  caused  erosion  and  slipping. 
They  secured  the  hill  below  them  with  Monterey  Cypress  which  absorbs  water  and  likes  rocky  soil.  When 
years  of  little  rain  followed,  they  introduced  drought  resistant  native  Californian  plants  working  closely  with 
Strybing  Arboretum,  starting  hundreds  of  plants  from  seed  and  becoming  favorite  customers  of  Bay  Area 
nurseries. 

They  have  adorned  the  hillside  with  Redwoods,  ironwood  and  silk  oak  trees,  cypress  and  cedars,  hundreds 
of  Pride  of  Madiera,  manzanita,  ceanothus,  artemisia,  wild  fuchsia,  Matilija  poppy,  wild  geraniums  and 
nasturtiums.  The  colorful  array  of  blue,  yellow,  magenta  and  white  flowers  is  stunning  in  the  spring.  An 
added  colorful  border  of  passion  and  tobacco  vines  along  Sansome  Street  adorns  and  obscures  a  310-foot 
zigzag  cyclone  fence  which  the  City  installed. 

David  is  a  transplant  from  New  York,  a  Stanford  Business  School  graduate  who  came  west  and  stayed. 

His  gardening  began  when  he  lived  on  Macondray  Lane.  He  planted  jade  trees,  pampered  house  plants  in  the 
east,  that  remain  thriving  bushes.  Jack,  who  serves  on  the  Boards  of  the  California  Nature  Conservatory  and 
the  National  Tropical  Botanical  Gardens,  began  gardening  as  a  child  on  family  land  in  Alameda. 

Several  years  ago  San  Francisco  Beautiful  honored  David  and  Jack  for  “completing  a  task  of  Herculean 
proportions.”  Treat  yourself  to  a  walk  along  Sansome  from  Green  to  Alta  and  you  may  catch  sight  of  these 
intrepid  gardeners  with  rope  in  one  hand  and  plants  or  pruning  shears  in  the  other. 


Jack  Weeden,  Dawne  Bernhardt  and  David  Davies  following 
the  p resen taion  of  N.  I .  C.  E.  A  ward. 
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HALO,  EVERYBODY,  HALO!  by  Art  Chang 

The  purview  of  the  History,  Arts,  Landmarks,  Organizations  Committee,  (H.A.L.O.),  formerly  the  Landmarks 
and  History  Committee,  encompasses  the  arts  and  influential  community  organizations  as  essential  parts  of  its 
interest  in  the  historical  record,  and  the  ongoing  activities  of  our  neighborhood.  The  committee’s  new  name  shows 
the  addition  of  subjects  to  the  committee’s  title.  We  hope  the  new  name  will  elicit  from  THD  members  new  or 
renewed  interest  in  participating  in  this  committee’s  tasks  and  activities. 

Much  of  the  history  and  lore  of  North  Beach  originates  from  the  artists  —  the  painters,  authors,  poets  and 
designers  who  lived  and/or  worked  here  and  is  reflected  or  recorded  in  their  work,  graphic  and  written,  e.g.,  among 
others:  photography,  Jimo  Perini;  painting,  Jay  Defoe  and  Joan  Brown;  poetry,  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  and  Allen 
Ginsberg;  landscape,  Arthur  Brown  and  Lawrence  Halprin;  journalism,  Ambrose  Bierce,  Charles  McCabe  and 
Herb  Caen;  novels,  Jack  Kerouac  and  Herb  Gold.  And  many  more! 

The  H.A.L.O.  Committee  intends  to  selectively  identify  those  artists  who  contributed  to  creating  this  history  and 
mystique  of  North  Beach  by  their  lives  and  their  works.  Perhaps  the  committee  can  organize  exhibitions  of  related 
historic  themes  or  present  material  for  Semaphore  articles.  THD  could,  over  time,  help  establish  a  modest  collec¬ 
tion  of  this  material  into  a  special  section  of  the  North  Beach  Library  for  the  benefit  of  all  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
and  the  entire  North  Beach  neighborhood  who  may  be  interested  in  the  heritage  of  this  area.  Furthermore,  a 
program  of  recording  oral  history  of  the  people  who  made  or  witnessed  history  in  this  comer  of  the  city  can  be 
initiated  to  expand  the  body  of  available  historical  information.  Even  a  documentary  could  be  made  if  there  were 
available  funding. 

Similarly,  organizations  that  have  played  a  major  part  in  influencing  and  creating  the  kind  of  neighborhood  and 
society  we  have  should  be  part  of  the  committee’s  continuing  liaison  and  focus,  for  these  organizations  help  create 
the  history  of  our  neighborhood.  Tel-Hi,  for  example,  has  been  an  organization  of  significant  force  for  over  a 
hundred  years.  The  Chinatown  Resource  Center,  another  community  and  social-oriented  organization,  develops 
housing  that  will  impact  our  neighborhood.  Also,  official  organizations  of  the  State  and  City  materially  affect  our 
lives  and  environment  around  the  Hill.  The  State  Lands  Commission,  the  City’s  Landmarks  Preservation  Advisory 
Board  and  quasi-private  organizations  such  as  the  San  Francisco  Historical  Society  and  the  Trust  for  Public  Land 
demonstrate  interest  in  and  concern  about  the  historical  past  and  future  of  not  only  the  City  as  a  whole  but  our  own 
Hill. 

Landmarks  are  the  signs  and  symbols  of  our  heritage  and  of  our  history.  City  Tours  leads  guided  tours  of  the 
Hill.  Possibly  they,  and  the  committee,  can  work  together  on  special  events  such  as  the  annual  picnic  or  other 
occasions,  depending  on  member  interest. 

The  major  asset  of  this  committee  is  our  historian  and  archivist  Rhoda  Robinson.  She  was  THD's  official 
historian  before,  and  is  now,  once  again.  Her  cavernous  basement  is  the  depository  of  all  of  THD’s  collected 
history.  Rhoda’ s  house,  located  on  Francisco  Street,  is  in  itself  a  landmark,  one  of  the  early  prototypical  fisherman 
houses  that  once  dotted  the  Hill.  She  has  made  it  into  something  of  a  collector’s  exhibition  space.  Every  member 
should  experience  it.  Rhoda’s  institutional  memory  of  THD  (she  was  an  early  member)  and  the  archives  of 
documents  she  catalogues  annually,  make  her  a  virtual  historic  treasure  and  candidate  for  oral  history  recording. 
This  we  hope  to  do,  and  as  well  as  others. 

The  H.A.L.O.  Committee  has  an  interesting  potential  for  making  its  activities  and  those  of  THD  essentially 
educational  functions  which  informs  and  edifies  its  members.  It  is  also  a  committee  which  can  be  creative  in 
producing  valuable  information  and  products.  It  is  fervently  hoped  that  the  meaning  of  the  acronym,  H.A.L.O. 
(attributing  luminous  and  saintly  characteristics),  does  not  discourage  THD  members  from  joining  the  committee; 
it’s  far  from  our  intention  to  be  hallowed.  On  the  contrary,  we  hope  to  be  fun-loving  and  on  the  mark  as  to  the  facts 
and  reality  of  the  history,  arts,  landmarks,  and  organizations  of  the  North  Beach  neighborhoods,  especially  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  We  hope  all  will  view  this  committee’s  activities  and  interests  as  something  beyond  the  arcane,  musty, 
moribund  subjects  as  the  original  title  might  suggest.  History  can  be  fun  and  refreshing  — join  us! 
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400  Trees 

Going,  Going,  Gone... 

by  Julienne  M.  Christensen 

May  1 8  was  the  last  of  the 
Saturday  plantings  of  the  400  Trees 
project.  Fifty-five  new  trees  were 
added  to  the  east  slope  of  the  hill 
along  the  Greenwich  and  Filbert 
Stairs,  on  the  steep  part  of  Kearny 
below  Vallejo,  near  Francisco 
School  and  a  few  other  scattered 
spots.  That’s  it.  Game  over;  the 
final  buzzer  has  sounded.  And  we 
weary  participants,  gasping  and 
heaving  on  the  sidelines,  are 
summoning  the  energy  to  look  back 
and  check  score  and  performance. 

The  project  lasted  just  over  a 
calendar  year.  In  that  time,  100 
property  owners  and  230  additional 
volunteers  participated.  We  organized  seven  different  plantings  in  roughly  45  square  blocks.  And,  at  the  final 
count,  added  329  trees  to  North  Beach  and  Telegraph  Hill. 

How  do  you  measure  that  achievement?  The  grant  which  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  procured  for  the 
project  provided  for  350  trees  for  our  neighborhood  and  350  for  South  of  Market  —  the  maximum  number 
FUF  thought  possible  in  each  area.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  trees  went  in  below  Market  in  only  four  plantings, 
most  in  locations  where  15  and  20  trees  per  address  were  common  and  each  planting  was  organized  by  a 
different  group.  Only  one  FUF  volunteer  coordinator  has  ever  organized  more  than  three  plantings.  That  man 
has  planted  a  commendable  400  trees.  It’s  taken  him  over  5  years. 

So  those  who  have  canvassed,  called  volunteers,  donated  funds,  donated  food,  prepared  and  set  up  break¬ 
fasts  and  lunches,  driven  trucks,  unloaded  trees,  planted,  watered,  and  adopted  new  trees  —  PAT  YOURSELF 

The  pamphlets  and  forms  and  phone  lists  are  being  put  away  and  the  project  is  officially 
closed.  But  the  care  the  trees  will  need  to  prosper  is  just  beginning  —  the  watering  and 
pruning,  straightening  stakes,  and  removing  trash  and  weeds.  The  children  at  Garfield 
School  have  set  a  wonderful  example.  They  treasure  each  of  their  new  trees  and  are 
fiercely  caring  and  protective.  I  wish  the  same  for  each  tree  we’ve  planted  and  hope,  in  30 
years,  to  still  count  329. 

Maud  Hallin  adds  her  thanks  this  month  to  June  Coyle  for  her  generous  donation;  and  to 
Stella  Pastry  and  Cathy  Howard  for  providing  breakfast  for  the  planting  volunteers. 


ON  THE  BACK! 


..iSfei* 


Yes,  it's  Supervisor  Sue  Bierman  at  the  inspirational  end  of  a  shovel  flanked  by 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  and  neighborhood  volunteers  who  participated  in 
the  400  Trees  project.  Photo  by  Rod  Freebairn-Smith. 
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Progress  Report  on  Pioneer  Park  Project 

by  Wells  Whitney  and  Howard  Wong 

A  very  energetic  group  of  community  volunteers,  organized  as  the  Pioneer  Park  Project  team,  are  continu¬ 
ing  to  plan,  create  drawings,  raise  money  from  both  private  and  public  sources,  and  create  liaisons  with  public 
agencies,  city  officials  and  other  community  organizations.  Working  with  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart¬ 
ment,  work  parties  are  continuing  to  control  erosion  and  to  improve  safety  at  the  site. 

On  the  technical  side,  the  Design  Committee  is  working  through  DPW  to  initiate  a  geotechnical  analysis  of 
the  site,  in  order  to  establish  the  structural  criteria  for  the  design  team  to  work  with.  In  addition,  this  team  has 
produced  the  following  very  fine  watercolored  architectural  drawings  which  can  and  will  be  used  both  in 
community  design  meetings  and  for  fundraising  (stylish  handouts  at  the  April  30  fund  raising  dinner  —  truly 
collector’s  items!): 

•  1905  Daniel  H.  Burnham  grand  plan  for  the  whole  Hill 

•  1931  Arthur  Brown  Jr.  plan  for  Pioneer  Park 

•  Proposed  plan  for  our  current  project  (Kate  Stickley  rendering) 

•  View  of  the  proposed  Filbert  Stair  to  the  new  Crest  Terrace  (Joe  Butler) 

The  Development  Committee  has  also  been  busy.  The  Telegraph  Hill  Fund  has  been  fully  set  up  within 
the  SF  Foundation,  including  the  protocols  for  operation:  depositing  donations,  project  payout  from  SF 
Foundation,  expense  and  petty  cash  account,  and  protocol  for  project  expense  approval  and  repayment. 

The  project’s  first  major  fundraiser  was  held  on  April  30  at  Jeffrey  Pollack’s  dalla  Torre,  our  new  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  restaurant  close  by  the  Filbert  steps  (the  old  Shadows).  The  dinner  and  event  was  a  great  success, 
attended  by  a  number  of  supervisors  and  city  officials,  most  of  the  immediate  past  presidents  of  THD,  and 
well  over  80  contributing  guests.  Thanks  to  Jeffrey  for  donating  all  of  the  food  and  wine,  thanks  to  Joe  Butler 
and  design  team,  to  Julie  Christensen  for  doing  the  invitations,  and  to  Anne  Halsted  and  team  for  addressing 
the  invitations,  coordinating  the  responses,  working  with  the  restaurant,  arranging  the  tables,  and  following 
up  on  everything.  The  food  was  superb,  the  setting  beautiful  and  the  Hill  people  were  at  their  best.  Kudos  to 
our  great  new  chef,  Adolfo  Veronese.  We  have  a  real  neighborhood  restaurant  on  the  Hill  again! 

While  on  the  subject  of  fundraising,  the  Development  Committee  reports  that  we  are  rapidly  progressing. 
The  DPW  remains  the  largest  funding  source  to  date,  with  $200,000  committed  from  the  1987  Street  Bond. 
Several  members  of  the  project  committee  attended  the  Rec  and  Park  budget  meeting,  thereby  assuring  that 
$50,000  from  the  Open  Space  funds  were  approved  as  part  of  next  fiscal  year’s  budget.  The  project  revenue 
status  to  date  is: 

Public  funds  put  aside:  $250,000 

Private  funds  banked  18.450 

Total  268,450 

A  fundraising  brochure  is  in  progress,  several  pro-bono  PR  and  publicity  people  have  signed  on  to  the 
project,  and  an  Art  Sale  is  planned  for  the  fall.  In  the  meantime,  please  let  your  friends  know  that  checks  are 
being  accepted  through  the  Telegraph  Hill  Fund  of  the  San  Francisco  Foundation,  with  a  notation  for  the 
Pioneer  Park  Project.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to  the  project  at  1308  Montgomery  St.,  #1,  SF  94133. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Pioneer  Park  Project  Calendar 


May  23 

5:30-9:30 

First  Community  Design  meeting  was  held 

June  1 

9:30-Noon 

Work  Party  was  held 

June  20 

6:30-9:00 

Project  Coordinating  meetings 

July  6 

9:30-Noon 

Work  Party 

July  1 1 

5:30-9:30 

Second  Community  Design  meeting,  SS  Peter  &  Paul  parish  hall 

July  18 

6:30-9:00 

Project  Coordinating  meetings 

Aug.  3 

9:30-Noon 

Work  Party 

Aug.  15 

6:30-9:00 

Project  Coordinating  meetings 

Aug.  22 

5:30-9:30 

Third  Community  Design  meeting,  SS  Peter  &  Paul  parish  hall 

Pioneer  Park  Project  Contacts 

Please  share  your  time,  talents  and  good  ideas  by  calling  any  of  the  following: 

Project  Management  &  Design  Howard  Wong,  982-5055 

Finance  Co-Chairs  Anne  Halsted  &  Wells  Whitney,  781-5660 

Communications  Dawne  Bernhardt,  982-3314 

Or  leave  a  message  on  the  project-dedicated  voice  mail  number  398-51 12. 


N.I.C.E.  Gets  the 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

Many  projects  to  preserve  and 
enhance  the  Hill  are  looking  for 
volunteers,  and  the  Neighborhood 
Improvement,  Conservation  and 
Enhancement  Committee  wants 
everyone  to  know  about  them. 

On  a  chilly  morning  in  Febru¬ 
ary  N.I.C.E.  members  Beate 
Boultinghouse,  Sara  Gregory, 
Howard  Wong  and  Dawne 
Bernhardt  set  up  an  information 
table  at  Columbus  and  Green  next 
to  Dianda’s  Bakery.  Christopher 
Wand,  the  Johnny  Appleseed  of 
trees,  was  pruning  three  of  dozens 
of  trees  he  has  planted  in  the  area. 
When  passersby  stopped  to  watch, 
we  were  ready  with  details  about 
upcoming  plantings  for  400  Trees, 
First  Saturday  Stair  and  Garden 
Work  Parties,  and  Clean  Sweep 
mornings. 

On  two  weekends  in  March, 
N.I.C.E.  volunteers  Carol  and 


Word  Out 

Bruce  Mitchell,  Antonia  and 
Dennis  McElrath,  Susan  Calendar, 
Beate,  Sara  and  Dawne  tucked 
over  1,000  flyers  into  mailboxes 
from  Coit  Tower  to  Columbus  and 
Vallejo  to  Chestnut,  inviting  all  to 
a  March  14  Community  Meeting 
at  SS  Peter  and  Paul  to  learn  about 
the  Pioneer  Park  Project. 

In  April  N.I.C.E.  volunteers 
Sara,  Dawne  and  Susan  were  out 
again,  this  time  distributing  flyers 
to  merchants  along  Grant,  Green 
and  Union  asking  them  to  make  a 
special  effort  on  Clean  Sweep  Day 
to  clean  sidewalks  and  gutters. 

Broom  Brigade: 

Sweeps,  Meets  and  Eats 

On  Earth  Day,  April  20, 
volunteers  were  back  at  the 
brooms  again  clearing  litter, 
recording  graffiti  in  residential 
areas  and  spreading  good  will. 
Members  of  the  N.I.C.E.  Commit¬ 
tee,  Joan  Woods,  Howard,  Sara, 


Susan  and  Dawne  were  joined  by 
THD  Board  members  Billie  Atlas 
(her  5th  Clean  Sweep  Day!)  and 
Pat  Cady,  new  THD  members 
Catz  Forsman  and  Jean  Mullis, 
and  local  artist  Douglas  Levy. 
Over  a  picnic  lunch  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  volunteers  shared 
stories  of  meeting  appreciative 
neighbors,  intrigued  foreigners 
impressed  by  “American 
volunteerism”,  potential  THD 
members  and  future  volunteers. 

Join  us  August  17  for  the  next 
Clean  Sweep  morning.  We 
guarantee  your  efforts  will  be 
rewarded  not  just  with  clean 
streets  (and  you  can  work  in  your 
neighborhood)  but  with  new 
friends,  a  tasty  lunch  and  a  good 
feeling  of  making  a  contribution. 

N.I.C.E.  meetings  are  held  on 
first  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 
Whether  you  have  just  a  couple  of 
hours  to  volunteer  or  really  want 
to  get  involved,  come  join  us. 

Call  982-3314. 
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Hill  Hounds 

by  Billie  Atlas 


( with  apologies  to  Ogden  Nash) 

Hill  Hounds  climb  to  Pioneer  Park 
Where  they  can  chase  and  play  and  bark; 

They  dig  around  in  their  hideaways 
And  half  the  time  they  trot  sideaways. 

The  Hill  Hound,  a  quadruped  of  the  genus  Canis  Hillarius,  is 
not  among  the  AKC’s  130  recognized  breeds  (the  day  will 
come!).  Hill  Hounds  include  all  breeds  from  Chihuahuas  to  St. 
Bernards;  from  Pugs  to  Old  English  Sheepdogs.  These  intrepid 
hill  climbers,  known  to  reduce  their  more  sedentary  owners  to 
panting,  straining  leash-holders,  are  best  identified  by  their 
strong  musculature  (note  those  calves!),  clear,  wide  eyes  (the 
better  to  admire  views),  and  sharp,  white  teeth  (the  better  to 
chew  that  crusty  sourdough). 

Hill  Hounds  are  joiners.  Their  clubs  include  the  High  Hill 
Hounds  who  meet  at  dawn  in  Pioneer  Park  for  cavorting  and 
tree  anointing;  the  Lower  Hill  Hounds  who  congregate  in 
Washington  Square  Park  when  frisbees  are  flying;  and  Cafe 
Society  Hill  Hounds  on  the  coffee  house  circuit  for  gossip,  a 
bit  of  sniffing  around,  and  if  lucky,  a  chunk  of  croissant. 

(Some  more  affluent  Hill  Hounds  belong  to  all  three  clubs.) 

So  the  next  time  you  meet  a  Hill  Hound  in  your  neighbor¬ 
hood,  give  a  smile  of  recognition  and  chances  are  he  or  she 
will  smile  back. 


Advice  for  Hill  Humans 

by  Hill  Hound  Hubert 

San  Francisco  Municipal  code,  sec.  40.  (A)  requires 
Hill  Humans  to  clean  up  after  Hill  Hounds  who 
defecate  on  public  or  private  property.  ($27  fine) 


#1. 
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#4. 


Hill  Hounds  — 

Who's  Who: 

(1)  Miniature  Poodle  Krizia,  owned  by  Heidi 
Binder,  rests  on  the  Marconi  Bench;  (2)  Shirley 
Robinson's  Cielo  likes  to  hang  out  with  fireman 
John  Kosta  of  Stockton  Street  engine  28;  (3) 
Cocker  Spaniel  Molly  logs  a  lot  of  walks  each 
week  with  owner  John  Harrington;  (4)  Dorothy 
Bakewell's  Standard  Poodle  Gus  strikes  a  pose 
with  the  Lombard  Street  sculpture  garden  in  the 
background;  (5)  former  Vogue  Magazine  model 
Sparkplug,  an  English  Bulldog,  gets  ready  to 
climb  up  the  Jack  Early  Park  steps.  She's  owned 
by  Jefferson  Burks;  and  (6)  everyone  knows 
David  Kennedy's  Golden  Retriever  Max, 
socializing  at  Caffe  Trieste. 
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The  Semaphore's  Good  Neighbor  Award 
Honors  Jack  Early 


Jack  was  nominated  for  the 
award  by  Jeanette  Sperry.  Bob 
Tibbits  provided  content  for  this 
profde. 

The  park  named  for  Jack  Early, 
and  the  two  dozen  healthy  trees 
that  line  Pfeiffer  Street  where  he 
has  lived  since  1958,  testify  to  his 
remarkable  three-decade  commit¬ 
ment  to  beautifying  our  neighbor¬ 
hood.  During  the  60’ s  Jack 
accomplished  tree  plantings  on 
Montgomery  Street,  Telegraph 
Hill  Boulevard  and  Green  Street. 

In  recent  years  he  practically 
single-handedly  cajoled  the  North 
Point  Center  on  Bay  Street  to 
replace  the  trees  removed  during 
remodeling.  When  Jack  discov¬ 
ered  they  had  not  replaced  every 
single  tree,  he  dogged  them  into 
planting  three  new  trees  in  front  of 
Francisco  Middle  School’s 
playground.  He  successfully 
petitioned  DPW  to  stop  the 
removal  of  trees  on  Broadway 
near  the  tunnel,  and  he  continues 
to  work  on  the  Francisco  Street 
garden  and  steps  between  Grant 
and  Kearny. 

The  genesis  of  Jack  Early  Park 
began  in  1962  when  he  asked  the 
City  to  create  a  public  park  along 
the  Pfeiffer  right-of-way  that 
extended  beyond  Grant  up  the 
hillside  to  a  scenic  bluff  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Bay.  After  DPW  decided 
the  unused  area  was  too  steep  and 
rocky  for  beautification,  Jack 


applied  for  and  received  a  permit 
to  do  it  on  his  own.  Over  the  next 
several  years  he  planted  twenty 
trees,  plus  shrubs  and  flowers 
along  the  slope  —  in  dry  months 
he  watered  them  with  a  long 
garden  hose  stretched  across 
Grant  Avenue  from  his  home. 

In  the  mid-70’s  a  condominium 
development  threatened  extinction 
of  the  new  park  but,  supported  by 
THD,  Jack  negotiated  with  the 
developer  and  City  Planning  to 
trade  18’ -9”  of  the  rear  yard  open 
space  in  return  for  re-landscaping 
it  and  agreeing  to  maintain  it  in 
perpetuity.  When  the  building 
was  half-completed  the  developer 
went  bankrupt.  Jack  continued  to 
water  and  nurture  the  park  for 
several  more  years  until  another 
developer  acquired  the  property, 
along  with  the  rear  yard  mitiga¬ 
tion  requirement,  and  finished  the 
condos.  Threats  of  loss  over, 
Jack’s  park  became  an  entity  at 
last,  complete  with  a  bronze 
plaque  and  an  underground 
watering  system.  The  park’s 
gated  entrance  on  Grant  Avenue 
leads  up  a  railroad-tie  staircase  to 
a  panoramic  view  at  the  top  of  a 
rocky  precipice  where  weddings 
have  been  held  and  countless 
photos  snapped  by  delighted 
tourists. 

For  his  work,  Jack  Early  was 
honored  with  San  Francisco 
Beautiful’s  1991  Beautification 


Award,  and  he  was  THD’s  1994 
nominee  for  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest’s  prestigious  Emily 
Prettyman  Lowell  Award. 
Thanks,  Jack,  for  your  unstinting 
hard  work  that  has  graced  all  our 
lives. 


First  Saturday 
Stair  &  Garden 
Work  Parties 

Neighbors  plant,  prune, 
weed,  mulch,  water,  etc., 
to  improve  and  maintain 
the  gardens  on  public 
rights-of-way  around  the 
Hill.  There  are  tasks  for 
participants  at  every  level 
of  energy  and  expertise. 

To  volunteer  or  for  more 
information  call  June  Fraps 
at  392-1187. 


Advertise  in 
The  Semaphore 

Selling  anything? 
Please  consider  placing 
an  ad  or  calling  card  in 
The  Semaphore.  Only 
$  1 00  a  year  or  $30  per 
issue.  Write  Steve  Hord, 
Ad  Manager,  PO  Box 
330159,  SF  94133;  or  call 
781-1117. 
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Pioneer  Park  — 

A  Partial  Chronology:  1849-1933 


by  Art  Peterson 

1 849  -  George  Sweeny  and 
Theodore  Baugh  build  an  observa¬ 
tion  and  semaphore  signaling 
station  on  the  summit. 

1853  -  An  electric  telegraph 
system  supplants  the  semaphore 
system,  making  it  obsolete.  The 
observation  station  is  converted  to 
a  tap  room;  a  telescope  is  installed 
for  tourists  and  locals. 

1 870  -  A  storm  destroys  the 
signal  station. 

1876  -  22  business  men,  led  by 
mining  stock  broker  L.M. 
McDonald,  purchase  the  land  at 
the  summit  in  order  to  protect  the 
top  of  the  hill  from  exploitative 
development.  They  donate  the 
site  to  the  City.  Part  of  the  deal  is 
that  the  parcel  will  be  known  as 
Pioneer  Park. 

1877  -  Supervisors  authorize 
the  building  of  a  retaining  wall  at 
the  top  of  the  hill,  then  lose 
interest. 

1880’s  -  Potential  park  devel¬ 
opment  funds  are  skimmed  off  for 
other  projects,  particularly  the 
development  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 

1884  -  The  German  Castle  (a 
kind  of  Cliff  House  East)  and  the 
Greenwich  Street  cable  car  line 
are  promoted  as  ways  to  stimulate 
interest  in  the  enhancement  of 
Pioneer  Park.  After  a  few  years, 
both  projects  fizzle. 

1899  -  The  California  Club,  a 
women’s  civic  improvement 
group,  and  the  North  Beach 


Improvement  Club  hold  a  mass 
meeting  at  Washington  Square 
Hall  to  protest  rumbles  that  the 
hill  will  soon  be  leveled  by 
quarrymen  abetted  in  their  plans 
by  business  interests  who  want 
more  direct  access  to  the  water¬ 
front. 

1901  -  City  Engineer  Eugene 
Grunsky  issues  report  opposing 
leveling  of  the  hill  but  advocating 
a  north-south  tunnel  following  the 
course  of  Montgomery  Street. 

1902  -  In  a  second  report, 
Grunsky  advocates  enlargement  of 
Pioneer  Park  and  suggests  a 
winding  road  to  the  summit. 

1902  -  The  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  San  Francisco,  an 
organization  which  includes 
prominent  non-merchant  members 
such  as  Gelett  Burgess,  author  of 
the  famous  doggerel,  “Purple 
Cow,”  issues  a  report  which 
describes  Telegraph  Hill  as 
“scarred,  gashed,  dismantled  and 
forlorn.”  The  group  advocates 
more  land  for  the  park,  tree 
planting  and  a  winding  road  from 
Greenwich  to  the  summit. 

1902  -  The  California  Outdoor 
Art  League,  an  organization  of 
prominent  San  Francisco  women, 
lobbies  for  preservation  of  the  hill. 

1903  -  Despite  the  support  of 
the  North  End  Protective  League, 
a  bond  issue  to  purchase  more 
land  for  Pioneer  Park  fails. 

1905  -  The  (Daniel)  Burnham 
Plan  for  the  beautification  of  San 


Francisco  advocates  enlarging 
Pioneer  Park  and  dividing  the  top 
of  the  hill  into  two  terraces 
sweeping  around  the  slope  in  long 
curves;  winding  paths  and  terraces 
are  proposed  for  the  Eastern  slope. 

1906  -  The  great  earthquake 
and  fire  cause  Burnham’s  plan  to 
be  set  aside. 

1909  -  A  second  bond  issue  to 
purchase  land  for  the  park  is 
defeated. 

1912  -  The  Outdoor  Art  League 
plants  poppy  seeds  on  the  hill. 
Hundreds  of  people  turn  out  for 
this  one-day  event. 

1912  -  Superintendent  of  Parks 
John  McLaren  proposes  man¬ 
made  waterfalls  to  cover  barren 
cliffs  on  the  east  side  of  the  hill. 

1912  -  The  Greek  counsel 
proposes  a  replica  of  the 
Parthenon  to  be  built  at  the 
summit.  Greek  Americans, 
expected  to  finance  the  project, 
showed  little  interest. 

1917  -  City  engineers  plan  road 
to  the  summit.  To  publicize  the 
project  the  first  auto  struggles  to 
the  top  of  the  hill. 

1923  -  The  road  to  the  summit 
is  finally  completed. 

1925  -  Esplanade,  terraces  and 
a  concrete  balustrade  are  designed 
by  G.  Albert  Landsburgh  and 
constructed  at  the  summit. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Pioneer  Park 
Chronology... 

Continued  from  previous  page 

1929  -  The  North  Beach  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  announces  a 
contest  for  a  plan  to  beautify  the 
summit.  The  idea  gets  nowhere. 

1929  -  Lewis  Byington  heads  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Native 
Sons  of  the  Golden  West  to  organize 
financing  for  the  construction  of  a 
monumental  statue  —  larger  than  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  —  at  the  summit. 

The  stock  market  crashes,  and 
relatives  of  the  pioneers  cannot 
come  up  with  the  money. 

1931  -  After  hearing  much 
grumbling  about  view  obstructions, 
the  Supervisors  order  removal  of 
much  of  the  decorative  concrete 
“improvements”  of  1925. 

1931  -  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
hires  the  architectural  firm  of  Arthur 
Brown  Jr.  to  design  a  tower  for 
Telegraph  Hill  using  the  bequest  of 
Lillie  Coit.  Brown  assigns  the 
project  to  Henry  T.  Howard. 

1931  -  The  Park  Commission, 
under  the  presidency  of  Herbert 
Fleishhacker,  adapts  Supervisor 
James  B.  McSheehy’s  Ordinance  to 
rezone  the  top  of  the  hill  “so  that  the 
skyscrapers  of  the  future  would  not  interfere  with  or  detract  from  the  beauty  of  the  Coit  Memorial.” 

1933  -  Contractors  Young  and  Hortsmyer  begin  construction  on  the  tower,  completing  it  in  time  for  its 
dedication  on  October  8,  1933. 

1933  -  Henry  T.  Howard,  architect  of  Coit  Tower,  writing  in  The  Architect  and  Engineer  (December, 
1933)  looks  forward  to  “additional  landscaping  and  planting  (so  that)  the  ragged,  unkempt  appearance  of  the 
hill  will  have  given  way  to  a  treatment  which  is  in  keeping  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  interpreting  in  fresh 
terms  the  traditional  spirit  of  the  site.” 
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The  Radio  History  of  Telegraph  Hill 

by  Bart  Lee 


Telegraph  Hill,  most  widely 
known  for  its  spectacular  views 
and  cozy  micro-neighborhoods,  as 
well  as  its  bohemian  past,  has 
another  historical  dimension  as 
well:  birthplace  of  much  modern 
technology. 

Telegraph  Hill  has  a  distin¬ 
guished  place  in  the  history  of 
communications.  The  semaphore 
marine  telegraph  of  the  Gold  Rush 
days  gave  it  its  name  in  1850. 

This  was,  however,  replaced  in 
1953  by  a  wire-line  electrical 
telegraph  between  Point  Lobos 
and  the  Merchants  Exchange 
Building  downtown,  bypassing 
the  Hill.  (See  generally  David 
Myrick’s  San  Francisco’s 
Telegraph  Hill.)  It  was  some  40 
years  later,  however,  that  inven¬ 
tors  and  engineers  turned  to  the 
idea  of  telegraphy  without  wires, 
i.e.,  “wireless”  or  what  we  call 
radio.  By  1895  Guigliermo 
(William)  Marconi  was  sending 
electrical  signals,  created  by  high 
voltage  sparks,  through  what  was 
then  thought  of  as  the  “ether”  (of 
his  northern  Italy,  and  then  in 
England  on  the  Salisbury  plain 
and  soon  across  the  English 
Channel).  Word  spread  of  this 
new  miracle  fast  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  of  which  San 
Francisco  was  then,  of  course,  a 
highly  civilized  part. 

In  April  of  1 899,  the  San 
Francisco  Call  newspaper  began 
to  experiment  with  wireless 
telegraphy.  One  spark  station  was 


at  the  top  of  their  building  at 
Third  and  Market  Streets,  and  the 
receiver  was  on  the  south  side  of 
Telegraph  Hill,  likely  between 
Montgomery  and  Kearny,  south  of 
Union  Street.  This  is  described  in 
the  Call’s  news  stories  of  1899. 
These  experiments  were  success¬ 
ful  enough  to  justify  more  in 
quieter  locations,  away  from  the 
interfering  sparks  of  streetcars.  In 
that  August  of  1 899,  the  Call 
successfully  used  its  wireless  gear 
to  signal  from  the  Coast  Guard 
lightship  San  Francisco  to  the 
Cliff  House,  that  a  long  awaited 
returning  troopship  had  been 
sighted  heading  for  the  Golden 
Gate.  A  huge  celebration  for  the 
local  soldiers  returning  from  the 
Philippines  and  the  Spanish 
American  War  ensued  on  the 
Call's  scoop.  This  was  the  first 
successful  use  of  radio  in 
America.  To  this  day  the  Coast 
Guard  radio  service  takes  pride  in 
its  part  in  these  early  events. 

At  the  time  and  after  this, 
Marconi’s  wireless  fame  was 
spreading  around  the  world.  His 
company  established  their  spark 
wireless  stations  likewise.  One 
was  in  Bolinas,  in  Marin  County, 
from  1912  on.  Marconi  visited 
San  Francisco  perhaps  as  early  as 
1906,  according  to  his  daughter 
Sonia  Bragga.  He  received  the 
Nobel  Prize  in  1909.  San 
Francisco’s  strong  Italian  Ameri¬ 
can  community  took  great  pride  in 
this  Son  of  Italy  (although  it  is 


worth  noting  that  his  success  in 
England  followed  from  the  fact 
his  mother  was  an  heir  to  the 
Jameson’s  Irish  Whiskey  fortune). 
In  any  event,  Telegraph  Hill 
became  in  the  1930’s  the  site  of  a 
bas-relief  monument  to  Marconi, 
in  the  parklet  at  Kearny,  Lombard 
and  Telegraph  Boulevard,  put  up 
by  the  Call  and  the  Sons  of  Italy. 

Meanwhile,  wireless  had 
evolved  into  radio  broadcasting, 
much  as  we  have  come  to  know  it. 
Sparks  were  replaced  with 
vacuum  tubes  (radio  tubes) 
perfected  in  Palo  Alto  in  1912  by 
their  inventor  Lee  DeForest.  By 
1919,  DeForest  was  beginning  to 
broadcast  in  San  Francisco,  and 
even  before  the  First  World  War, 
Charles  D.  “Doc”  Herrold  in  San 
Jose  had  been  “on  the  air” 
broadcasting,  as  early  as  1909, 
with  probably  the  world’s  first 
broadcasting  station.  This  was  the 
linear  ancestor  of  today’s  KCBS. 

In  1915  Herrold  broadcast  to 
DeForest  at  the  San  Francisco 
International  Exposition,  from 
which  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
remains. 

By  1922  local  entrepreneurs 
saw  great  opportunity  in  radio 
broadcasting.  Telegraph  Hill’s 
central  Bay  location  commended 
itself  to  one  of  the  leading 
engineers  of  the  day,  Ralph  M. 
Heintz  of  Palo  Alto.  Ralph  Heintz 
established  one  of  the  very  first 
post-WWI  radio  stations  in  1922, 
callsign  KFDB,  just  across 
Telegraph  Boulevard  from  the 
present  Marconi  Memorial,  in  a 
house  at  Lombard  and  Kearny. 

Continued  ton  next  page 
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Radio  History... 

Continued  from  previous  page 

Nearby  is  a  photo  of  its  studio  and 
transmitter  buildings  and  anten¬ 
nae,  and  another  of  its  big 
industrial-sized  1922  transmitters. 
This  station  is  also  discussed  in 
Myrick’s  Telegraph  Hill ,  with  a 
photo  of  the  antenna  taken  from 
what  is  now  the  Coit  Tower 
parking  lot.  Heintz  recalled  his 
1922  radio  station  sixty  years  later 
in  1982: 

“The  Mercantile  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  wanted  to  be  able  to  broad¬ 
cast  produce,  market  quotations 
for  advertising  purposes,  so  I  built 
them  a  transmitter.  It  was  on 
Telegraph  Hill,  with  the  call 
letters  IGDB.  They  put  out  the 
stock  market  and  beef  quotations: 
so  much  for  prime,  so  much  for 
something  else,  and  so  much  for 
baloney  bulls.  Apparently,  bulls 
were  used  for  baloney  in  those 
days.  And  then  eggs  and  all  that, 
all  the  commodities,  they  did  that, 
and  then  they  put  on  a  program  in 
the  evening  of  phonograph 
records,  mostly.  They  gingerly 
tried  studio  broadcasts.  This  was 
in  an  old  residence  up  on  top  of 
Telegraph  Hill.  It  turned  out 
pretty  well  as  the  first  American 
broadcast  station,  as  far  as  I  know, 
that  had  been  heard  in  Australia.” 

Myrick  summarizes  the  history 
of  the  radio  station: 

“Two  100  [sic;  50]-foot 
wooden  towers  and  several 
smaller  buildings  appeared  on  the 
[Lombard  and  Kearny]  corner  in 
1922.  One  building  contained 
electronic  gear,  the  other  a  well- 
padded  studio,  and  all  were  for  the 


radio  station  built  by  Ralph  M. 
Heintz  for  the  Mercantile  Trust 
Company  (now  Wells  Fargo 
Bank).  With  its  permit  dated 
August  23,  1922,  in  hand,  KFDB 
began  broadcasting  from  its  1 ,500 
[sic;  1,000]  watt  transmitter  (then 
considered  the  most  powerful  on 
the  Pacific  Coast)  and  under 
favorable  conditions  [it]  could  be 
heard  as  far  away  as  Honolulu  or 
Atlanta.  Broadcasting  time  was 
brief:  only  one  hour  each  morn¬ 
ing,  afternoon  and  evening  during 
weekdays,  while  on  Sunday  the 
station  was  silent.  The  life  of 
KFDB  was  short;  by  August  18, 
1923  it  was  off  the  air.  The 
towers  and  the  buildings  were 
removed  and  in  their  place  six 
flats  were  completed  in  the 
summer  of  1925.” 

As  radio  followed  wireless, 
television  followed  radio.  In  the 
1920’s,  television  experimentation 
also  took  to  the  radio  waves,  but  it 
involved  spinning  mechanical  disk 
systems.  A  young  man  from 
Utah,  Philo  T.  Farnsworth,  came 
to  San  Francisco  with  an  idea  he’d 
had  in  1914  about  how  to  make  an 
electric  television.  He  put 
together  a  laboratory  on  Green 
Street  in  the  still  existing  building 
at  the  corner  of  Sansome  Street. 
There  he  figured  out  how  to  turn 
an  image  into  an  electrical  signal 
directly,  without  mechanical 
scanning.  He  invented  television 
as  we  know  it  in  1927  at  the  foot 
of  Telegraph  Hill.  An  historic 
marker  appears  in  front  of  the 
building,  which  proclaims: 


“FARNSWORTH’S  GREEN 
STREET  LAB 

“In  a  simple  laboratory  on  this 
site,  202  Green  Street,  Philo 
Taylor  Farnsworth,  U.S.  Pioneer 
in  electronics,  invented  and 
patented  the  first  operational 
electronic  “television  system”  on 
September  27,  1927.  The  21- 
year-old  inventor  and  several 
dedicated  assistants  successfully 
transmitted  the  first  all  electronic 
television  image,  the  major 
breakthrough  that  brought  the 
practical  form  of  the  invention  to 
mankind.  Further  patents  formu¬ 
lated  here  covered  the  basic 
concepts  essential  to  modern 
television.  The  Genius  of  Green 
Street,  as  he  was  known,  died  in 
1971.” 

Philo  Farnsworth  and  his 
invention  made  a  significant 
number  of  San  Franciscans,  who 
had  the  foresight  to  invest  in  his 
high-tech  start-up,  quite  rich. 
Telegraph  Hill  thus  earned  a  place 
in  the  history  of  technology,  all 
the  while  enjoying  itself  in  all  the 
ways  for  which  it  is  even  better 
known. 

A  note  about  the  author: 

Bart  Lee  is  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
and  a  trial  and  appellate  lawyer  by 
trade.  He  is  also  an  award¬ 
winning,  albeit  amateur,  historian 
of  technology,  and  the  editor  of 
the  Journal  of  California  Histori¬ 
cal  Radio  Society. 

Correspondence  is  invited: 

327  Filbert  Steps,  SF,  CA  94133; 
788-4072 
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Queen  of  the  Hill 


Coit  Tower  — 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 

At  the  end  of  a  long  work  day, 
preprandial  drink  in  hand,  feet  up, 
I  enjoy  my  Telly  Hill  view  of  the 
ever-changing  colors  on  the  Bay. 
And  I  practice  a  personal,  skewed 
version  of  meditation.  Coit  Tower 
is  lighted  and  appears  to  be 
translucent  as  darkness  settles 
‘round  this  shallow  fluted  con¬ 
crete  structure.  Arches  crown  the 
tower,  reminiscent  of  great 
royalty,  or  a  giant  chess  piece.  In 
1929  Lillie  Hitchcock  Coit 
bequeathed  funds  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  which  were  used  to  build  a 
memorial  to  her  and  the  city  she 
loved.  Lillie  was  a  mascot  of 
Knickerbocker  Engine  Company 
#5  in  1863  and  rarely  missed  a 
blaze.  This  engendered  a  persis¬ 
tent  belief  that  the  tower  arches 
were  meant  to  represent  the  nozzle 
of  a  fire  hose.  Not  so.  The 
graceful  arches  were  designed  to 
lessen  the  weight  at  the  top  of  the 
tower  which  is  18  inches  smaller 
in  diameter  than  the  bottom. 
Eucalyptus  trees  at  the  base  have 
grown  tall  —  more  than  one-third 
the  height  of  the  tower  which  rises 
180  feet  above  Telegraph  Hill. 

The  hike  up  Kearny  had 
become  noticeably  longer, 
uphillier  and  steps  steeper  than  on 
my  visits  several  years  ago.  In  the 
tower  parking  lot,  a  black  limo, 
longer  than  a  football  field, 
disgorged  a  clutch  of  very 
ordinary  looking  folks.  After  the 
driver  had  taken  their  pictures, 
they  mingled  among  the  world¬ 
wide  visitors.  Upon  entering  Coit 


Tower  it  is  readily  apparent  that 
the  Public  Works  of  Art  Project, 
which  employed  artists  during  the 
1930’s  depression,  at  the  princely 
sum  of  about  $31 .22  per  week,  got 
more  than  it  gave.  Both  sides  of 
the  walls  are  rich  with  fresco 
murals,  influenced  by  Diego 
Rivera.  They  remain  vibrantly 
colorful,  cheerful,  often  amusing 
and  sometimes  sad,  reflecting  the 
time  of  the  Great  Depression. 

Fresco,  the  painting  of  ground 
earth  pigments  applied  to  wet 
cement,  is  difficult  under  the  best 
of  circumstances.  The  26  artists, 
selected  from  50  applicants,  had 
to  work  on  curved  walls,  varied 
heights,  widths  and  several  tall, 
skinny,  recessed  windows.  Dr. 
Walter  Heil,  project  coordinator, 
achieved  agreement  among  the 
artists  and  their  assistants  that 
they  would  use  the  same  palette 
and  scale;  one  person  would  grind 
all  the  earth  pigments. 

Visitors  may  take  the  10:15 
tour  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
mornings  given  by  Masha 
Zakheim,  whose  father  was  one  of 
the  muralists.  Masha  has  written 
a  very  comprehensive  book  on 
Coit  Tower  which  may  be 
purchased  from  her  or  from  the 
cluttered  gift  shop.  You  may 
accompany  her  through  a  locked 
door  to  see  the  remarkable  frescos 
by  Lucien  Labaudt  on  both  sides 
of  the  curved  stairway.  Labaudt’s 
murals  are  of  Powell  Street  in 
1934  with  beautifully  clothed 


women  and  men  readily  identifi¬ 
able,  including  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
and  the  artist’s  wife,  Marcelle 
Labaudt.  After  Labaudt’s  death  in 
a  1943  airplane  crash,  for  many 
years  Mme.  Labaudt  maintained 
the  Lucien  Labaudt  Art  Gallery  in 
San  Francisco  for  emerging 
artists.  It  was  she  who  first 
exhibited  my  paintings  in  the  City. 

More  than  300,000  visitors 
annually  ascend  to  the  top  of  the 
tower,  which  provides  a  view  of 
the  whole  known  world.  While 
awaiting  the  elevator  one  sees  the 
four  recessed  lunettes  of  oil  on 
canvas.  These  lovely  paintings 
represent  Santa  Clara  County 
orchards  and  farmlands  which, 
sigh,  are  now  “Sillycon  Valley.” 

Henry  Howard  and  architect 
Arthur  Brown  Jr.,  designer  of  City 
Hall  and  the  War  Memorial  Opera 
House,  won  a  competition  for 
construction  of  Coit  Tower.  The 
tower  was  intended  to  be  austerely 
dignified  without  utilitarian 
function.  The  small  budget  of 
$125,000  required  the  use  of 
reinforced  concrete,  the  cheapest 
building  material.  Despite  the 
petition  of  outrage  signed  by  464 
souls  against  building  it,  Coit 
Tower  was  erected  in  1933. 

The  caretaker  who  has  an 
apartment  within  the  tower  enjoys 
a  great  view,  right?  Wrong!  He 
has  only  two  small  windows 
which  don’t  look  out  on  much. 

An  unanswered  question: 
during  a  pretty  good  earthquake 
shake,  why  doesn’t  Coit  Tower 
topple  like  a  piece  on  an  upset 
chessboard? 
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An  Interview  with 
Terence  Hallinan 

Tom  Lantz  is  one  of  many 
attorneys  who  live  on  the  Hill.  He 
recently  conducted  an  interview 
with  the  City's  new  District 
Attorney,  Terence  Hallinan. 

During  a  Q  &  A,  Hallinan  affirmed 
his  intent  to  support  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  by  vigorously  enforcing  laws 
related  to  preservation  and 
environmental  issues.  Below  are 
his  views  on  some  other  matters 
that  affect  us: 

Q:  What  do  you  see  as  your 
approach  to  the  homeless  issue  in 
the  City,  including  the  Telegraph 
Hill  area? 

A:  I  will  continue  to  enforce  the 
law  as  it  is,  but  I  have  been  working 
with  the  police  department  and  the 
law  enforcement  authorities  to  try 
to  narrow  down  these  quality-of-life 
type  street  crimes,  to  zero-in  on  real 
troublemakers,  as  opposed  to 
people  who  are  sleeping  in  the 
street  because  they  have  no  place 
else  to  sleep,  or  sleeping  in  the  park 
because  the  shelters  are  full.  I  don’t 
think  that  those  are  appropriately 
criminal  justice  matters. 

Q:  So  you  would  emphasize  the 
use  of  your  office’s  scarce  re¬ 
sources,  and  our  limited  jail  space, 
since  we  are  under  a  federal  court 
order  to  limit  the  jail  population,  to 
focus  on  threats  to  the  safety  of  the 
people  of  Telegraph  Hill,  rather 
than  trying  to  keep  people  from 
sleeping  in  Washington  Square 
Park? 

A:  That’s  right,  in  moderation.  In 
other  words,  the  police  have  a 
responsibility  to  keep  people 


moving  on.  The 
City  has  a 
responsibility  to 
try  to  find  at  least 
a  minimum 
shelters  for 
people,  and 
encourage  people 
to  utilize  shelter, 
but  I  don’t  think 
these  are  matters  that  should  go  to 
the  criminal  courts  or  result  in 
warrants,  or  people  spending  time 
in  jail. 

Q:  I  noticed  that  in  your  cam¬ 
paign,  you  pledged  to  try  to  reach 
out  to  the  neighborhoods,  to  get 
more  communication  with  them,  to 
be  more  responsive  to  their 
concerns.  Do  you  anticipate  being 
able  to  put  a  community  D.  A.  at 
Central  Station  in  North  Beach? 

A:  Our  decision  has  been  that 
we’re  going  to  start  in  one  area, 
Hunter’s  Point  O.M.I.  and  see  how 
it  works  there.  Eventually  we  will 
have  a  neighborhood  District 
Attorney’s  office  in  the  areas 
serviced  by  Central  Station.  In  fact, 
a  few  of  my  deputies  are  almost  out 
doing  it  on  their  own,  because 
they’re  so  anxious  to  get  started. 

Q:  Are  there  any  topics  that  you 
want  to  let  people  of  Telegraph  Hill 
know  are  on  your  agenda? 

A:  People  there  are  talking  about 
burglaries,  about  auto  thefts,  auto 
slamming,  things  like  that,  and  my 
office  doesn’t  intend  to  take  those 
matters  lightly.  One  thing  I’m  kind 
of  proud  of...  is  that  my  office  has 
not  lost  one  single  case...  The 


deputies  are  working  hard,  they’ve 
got  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  and  vigor. 
We’re  even  trying  misdemeanor 
cases,  and  I  intend  to  emphasize 
their  importance  where  they  affect 
quality  of  life...  bullies  intimidating 
people,  or  causing  problems  in  the 
neighborhood,  assaults  on  MUNI... 
particularly  protecting  the  elderly. 

Q:  I  understand  you  have  a  goal 
of  accomplishing  greater  diversity 
in  the  D.A.’s  office,  and  greater 
representation  of  neighborhoods. 

A:  That  is  true,  and  we  have  tried 
our  best.  We  had  14  vacancies 
shortly  after  taking  office,  and  500 
applications  for  those  vacancies. 

We  ended  up  hiring  deputies  who,  I 
think,  add  to  diversity  in  every 
sense  and  provide  a  good  cross- 
section  of  the  City  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  best  thing  about  them  is 
they’re  all  terrific  lawyers,  and 
they’re  knocking  ‘em  dead,  getting 
convictions  and  winning  cases. 

The  more  extensive  interview 
has  been  edited  for  space. 
Interested  readers  may  contact 
Tom  Lantz  for  a  transcript. 
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Administrative  Consultant 


433  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 

(415)  701-0436 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)  474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 
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Performing  Arts  Workshop  — 
It  All  Began  on  Telegraph  Hill 

by  Marilynne  Solloway 


The  setting  was  North  Beach. 
The  era  was  the  sixties  —  a  time 
of  creative  exploration,  of  poetry 
and  jazz  in  cafe  cellars,  of  satire 
at  the  Committee  and  the  Hungry 
i.  The  event  was  the  birth  of  the 
Performing  Arts  Workshop 
(PAW).  PAW’s  first  home  was 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
Center  where  its  founder,  Gloria 
Unti,  taught  inner-city  teens  to 
express  creativity,  think  critically 
and  share  a  sense  of  power  and 
excitement.  Gloria  Unti  and 
PAW  were  featured  in  the 
February  7,  1967  issue  of  Look 
Magazine  in  an  article  entitled 
“San  Francisco  Story:  A  Dancer 
Rocks  the  Slums.” 

For  over  thirty  years  now, 
PAW,  one  of  the  oldest  nonprofit 
arts  education  organizations  in 
San  Francisco,  has  been  bringing 
new  ways  of  learning  to  inner- 
city  children  —  immigrants 
struggling  with  a  new  language 
and  culture,  youth  disadvantaged 
by  poverty,  children  with  learning 
disabilities  and  physical  handi¬ 
caps.  From  its  inception,  PAW’s 
mission  has  been  guided  by  the 
belief  that  basic  survival  skills, 
such  as  the  ability  to  communi¬ 
cate,  think  critically  and  make 
choices,  can  be  imparted  to 
children  through  the  performing 
arts. 


From  its  humble  beginnings  in 
the  Hill,  today  PAW’s  creative 
movement,  theater  arts  and  ethnic 
dance  classes  are  being  taught  to 
over  3,500  educationally,  eco¬ 
nomically  and  culturally 
underserved  children  and  youth  in 
27  Bay  Area  schools  and  commu¬ 
nity  centers.  Using  Gloria’s 
unique  methodology,  PAW  also 
provides  workshop  training  to 
approximately  150  educators  who 
teach  the  creative  process  to 
children.  Using  PAW’s  text,  “On 
Stage  in  the  Classroom,”  and 
teaching  manuals,  “Moving 
Beyond  the  Desk”  and  “Ethnic 
Dance,”  teachers  learn  how  to 
improve  students’  concentration, 
communication  and  problem¬ 


solving  skills.  PAW’s  teacher  and 
artist  training  has  been  cited  as  a 
model  by  the  California  Arts 
Council  and  is  accredited  by  San 
Francisco  State  University.  In 
1994  PAW  was  the  recipient  of 
the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce  Business  Arts  Award 
for  having  a  “significant  impact 
on  Bay  Area  arts,  education  and 
multicultural  communities  since 
its  inception.” 

Gloria  Unti  remains  the 
creative  force  behind  PAW  and 
serves  as  Executive  Director.  If 
you  would  like  more  information 
about  PAW,  please  call  673-2634 
or  stop  by  the  PAW  office  in 
Landmark  Building  C  of  the  Fort 
Mason  Center. 


Charles  W.  Baker,  M.S.,  D.C. 

Chiropractor 

Northpoint 

Chiropractic 

Clinic 

■ 

■ 

Chiropractic  Sports 
Physician 

Workers'  Compensation 
Evaluator 

A  MULTI-SERVICE  HEALTH  GROUP 

■ 

Podiatry 

■  415  ■  986  ■  1599  ■ 

■ 

Massage 

Northpoint  Centre  ■  350  Bay  Street 

■  San  Francisco,  C A  94 1 33 
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lolanda  and  the  Caffe  Trieste 


by  Joe  Luttrell 

Years  ago,  just  after  I  moved  to 
North  Beach,  I  got  invited  to  a 
surprise  party,  to  be  held  in  the 
Gino  Peretti  room  at  the  New 
Pisa;  the  price  was  then  a  stiff 
$20.  The  night  for  the  party  came 
and,  despite  the  price,  the  room 
was  packed;  the  guest  of  honor 
appeared,  to  a  standing  ovation. 

Was  it  a  politician  we  could  do 
business  with?  A  Hollywood 
starlet?  A  famous  poet  (this  is 
North  Beach,  after  all)?  No,  it 
was  lolanda,  doyenne  of  the 
Trieste  and  contendress,  no  doubt, 
for  the  title,  Mother  of  North 
Beach. 

Who  is  this  woman,  and  what’s 
her  magic? 

lolanda  Giotta  Bodi  was  born 
on  December  16,  1927,  in  the 
seaside  village  of  Rovigno,  at 
present  in  Croatia,  once  in 
Yugoslavia,  and  then  Italy;  a  two- 
hour  auto  journey  south  from 
Trieste  down  the  Adriatic  coast  (a 
locale  now  evoked  by  the  stained- 
glass  panels  high  on  the  Trieste’s 
Grant  Avenue  windows).  The 
only  daughter  and  third  child  of 
Francesco  and  Benvenuta  Giotta, 
lolanda  had  three  brothers,  the 
oldest  of  whom,  Giovanni,  was  to 
found  the  Caffe  Trieste  as  we 
know  it,  in  1956.  Her  youngest 
brother,  Francesco,  remains  in 
Italy;  the  second  brother  Pietro, 
died  many  years  ago. 

Just  about  everyone  in  Rovigno 
was  connected  to  the  fishing 


industry;  lolanda’ s  father  and  all 
her  brothers  were  fishermen,  her 
mother  and  she  worked  in  the 
processing  factory.  But  after  the 
end  of  World  War  II,  when 
Rovigno  became  part  of  Yugosla¬ 
via,  the  jobs  dried  up  and  food 
was  hard  to  come  by.  In  1947, 
age  19,  lolanda  married  Francesco 
Bodi,  and  in  1948  their  son, 
Luciano,  was  born.  Life  was 
tough,  and  the  Bodis  —  with  a 
three-month-old  baby  boy  — 
moved  to  Trieste,  still  Italian  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  narrow 
strip  of  land  skirting  the  Adriatic’s 
northern  and  eastern  edge.  Soon 
thereafter,  in  1949,  their  daughter, 
Vilma,  was  born. 

In  1951,  Giovanni  and  his  wife 
and  two  kids  left  Trieste  for  the 
United  States.  Five  hard-working 
years  later,  they  had  managed  to 
take  over  the  building  at  the 
corner  of  Vallejo  and  Grant,  and 
the  Caffe  Trieste,  in  its  present 
incarnation,  began.  In  1969, 
Luciano  joined  them,  and,  finally, 
in  1972,  so  did  lolanda. 

But  initially  only  on  vacation. 
“Why  not  stay?”  asked  Giovanni, 
lolanda  was  unsure;  she  spoke  not 
a  word  of  English,  and  of  course 
Francesco,  her  husband,  who  had 
remained  in  Italy,  had  to  be  asked. 
It  would  be  difficult.  lolanda 
would  be  leaving  behind  her 
mother  and  daughter,  since 
married,  and  lolanda’ s  two 
granddaughters. 


Came  they  did,  though,  lolanda 
(44  years  old  and  a  grandmother) 
and  Francesco.  lolanda  learned 
English  the  hard  way,  on  the  job; 
imagine  trying  to  respond  to 
“Where’re  you  from?”,  “Jasmine 
tea,  please”,  and  even  “How’s 
life?”  lolanda  worked  both 
morning  and  evening,  sang  on 
Saturdays,  and  became  the  cafe’s 
heart  and  soul.  And  the  cafe 
remains  the  same  as  it  was  then, 
exclusive  of  the  addition  of  the 
piano  and  lolanda’ s  plants. 

What  makes  lolanda  so  special? 
Her  photographic  memory  doesn’t 
hurt;  where  else  can  you  leave  for 
ten  years,  return,  be  greeted  by 
name  and  have  your  latte  drawn 
up  just  as  you  liked  it  without 
even  asking?  But  mainly,  I  think, 
it’s  Iolanda’s  larger-than-life 
warmth  and  love.  Ask  lolanda 
about  her  mother  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  her  husband  and  her  son,  and 
her  emotions  run  high  —  tears  are 
just  around  the  corner,  maybe 
closer.  Trieste  denizens  are  the 
beneficiaries,  I  am  pretty  sure,  of 
these  emotions’  lower-octane 
version. 

lolanda  has  cut  back  a  bit  of 
late,  to  four  days  a  week;  some¬ 
times  even  that  is  pretty  tough  to 
get  through.  Trips  back  to  Italy 
are  a  necessity  too.  But,  if  we’re 
lucky,  lolanda  will  be  there  at  the 
Trieste  when  we  walk  in,  and  her 
spirit  will  be,  forever. 
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A  Legend  in  Her  Own  Time:  Rose  Pistoia 


by  June  A.  Osterberg 

For  once  the  cliche  fits.  Rose 
Pistoia  didn’t  do  it  deliberately, 
but  she  became  so  legendary  a 
North  Beach  figure  that  a  well- 
known  restaurateur  was  inspired 
to  name  his  new  Columbus 
Avenue  location  Rose  Pistoia 
Restaurant.  When  Reed  Hearon 
opened  his  new  venture,  Rose 
Pistoia  donned  a  jaunty  lavender 
pants  suit,  had  her  hair  done  by 
Joe  Jachetta,  and  walked  around 
the  corner  to  take  her  place  in  the 
spotlight  for  a  long  evening  of 
well-wishing  from  the  entire 
North  Beach/Telegraph  Hill 
community  and  other  admirers. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  Joe 
Jachetta  has  been  “doing”  Rose 
Pistoia’ s  hair  at  his  landmark 
Parkview  Salon  for  48  years! 

They  have  been  friends  since  the 
postwar  years,  when  Rose  and  her 
husband  had  their  bar  on  Powell 
Street  near  Union,  and  Joe’s  shop 
was  nearby  in  the  Palace  Theatre 
Building.  There  was  plenty  of  foot 
traffic  between  the  Parkview  and 
Rose  and  Fred’s  bar  when  Joe 
moved  his  shop  to  the  corner  of 
Powell  and  Union  Streets. 

Joe  was  one  of  Rose’s  escorts 
to  the  gala  evening  March  7. 
Actually,  it  was  Rose’s  husband 
Fred  who  earned  the  name 
“pistoia,”  which  means  “a  pistol” 
in  Italian.  Their  real  name  is 
Evangelisti.  (This  situation 
recalls  another  celebrated  North 
Beach  bar/restaurant  owner,  the 


late  Joe  Vanessi.  His  name  was 
Joe  Zorzi,  but  he  always  was 
called  Joe  Vanessi  for  his  terrific 
place  on  Broadway.  Vanessi’s  is 
still  very  much  alive,  but  gone 
from  North  Beach  to  the  top  of 
Nob  Hill.) 

Fred  and  Rose’s  place  on 
Powell  was  not  a  typical  family- 
style  operation.  It  was  primarily  a 
bar,  which  happened  to  be  popular 
with  fishermen  who  sometimes 
would  bring  in  the  catch  of  the 
day,  and  that  would  be  what  Rose 
would  cook  that  night. 

There  was  a  full  kitchen,  but  it 
was  not  a  conventional  restaurant. 
Rose  would  cook  for  Fred  and 
herself  and  then  for  however 
many  others  had  let  her  know  they 
were  coming.  It  was  all  by 
reservation. 

Rose  would  ask  the  unexpected 
would-be  diner,  “Did  you  phone?” 
and  if  the  person  said  no,  she 
would  say,  “Come  back  tomorrow 
night.” 

There  was  no  set  menu.  There 
was  one  long  table  —  besides  the 
pool  table,  which  got  plenty  of 
action.  Eaters  who  had  made  the 
cut  pulled  up  chairs  to  sit  at  this 
long  table.  There  might  be 
breaded  petrale  and  potatoes 
cooked  with  bell  peppers  and  a 
salad,  and  the  customer  ordered 
wine  from  the  bar.  There  were 
crab  feeds  or  there  might  be 
abalone  if  a  generous  fisherman 
brought  it  in  Other  evenings 


featured  baccala  and  ceci  (dried 
cod  and  garbanzo  beans)  or 
steamed  clams  or  some  kind  of 
baked  fish,  and  always  sourdough 
bread.  Joe  Jachetta  says  that  the 
cost  for  such  feasts  was  maybe 
$1.50. 

Women  who  worked  during  the 
day  would  come  to  Joe’s  beauty 
shop  at  night,  and  trays  of  Picons 
would  be  brought  over  from  Rose 
and  Fred’s  bar  to  serve  to  the 
happy  patrons  under  the  dryers. 
Picon  Punch  was  such  a  signature 
drink  for  this  bar  that  many  years 
later,  Rose  Pistoia  was  selected  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  judges  for  the 
North  Beach  Picon  Punch  Contest 
in  1987. 

Rose  and  Fred’s  place  was 
popular  in  the  neighborhood,  but 
Rose  liked  to  have  Grand  Open¬ 
ings  now  and  then  to  spice  things 
up  even  more.  They  might  have  a 
theme,  like  the  Hawaiian  theme 
seen  in  the  picture  on  page  32. 
That’s  Rose  in  the  foreground  and 
her  sister  Josephine,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  behind  her.  North  Beach 
was  a  lot  more  fun  in  those  years 
—  the  50’ s  and  60’ s  —  and  Rose 
Pistoia  was  a  memorable  part  of 
that  fun. 

All  this  wonderful,  Italian 
flavor  jollity  came  to  an  end  when 
Rose  Pistoia  received  an  offer  for 
her  place  that  she  couldn’t  refuse. 
Fred  had  died,  and  Rose  was 

Continued  on  page  32 
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Neighborhood  Eats 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 

CA  &  'O 

423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


1652  STOCKTON  STREET, 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94133-3316 
TELEPHONE  415-989-7838 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


JULIES 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5  00- 10  00  p.m. 


XII  mojor  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  forties  Welcome 
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Rose  Pistola... 

Continued  from  page  30 

operating  the  bar  with  the  help  of 
family  and  friends,  when  Ed  and 
Mary  Etta  Moose  and  Sam 
Dietsch  blew  into  town  from  St. 
Louis  to  create  what  has  become 
the  famous  Washington  Square 
Bar  and  Grill  in  1973. 

Following  the  triumphant 
opening  of  the  Rose  Pistola 
Restaurant,  Rose  had  a  spell  of 
pneumonia  and  spent  some  time  in 
the  hospital.  But  she  is  back  in 
North  Beach,  now  living  at  the  On 
Lok  on  Broadway.  Salute,  Reed 
Hearon,  for  honoring  Rose  Pistola 
with  your  new  bistro.  Congratula¬ 
tions,  Rose,  for  being  the  kind  of 
hospitable  North  Beach  legend 
who  deserves  the  honor. 


Left:  Rose  Pistola,  1961;  Right:  Rose  at  the  recent  opening  of  the  new  Pistola's 
Restaurant.  Photos  courtesy  of  June  A.  Osterberg. 


Organize,  Clean  or 
Disperse  Your  Possessions 

Museum  collection  managers  experienced  in 
caring  for,  storing  and  moving  objects,  photos 
and  archives,  will  clear  away  your  chaos. 

Call:  OVERMIRE  ASSOCIATES 
North  Beach  Office 
415-837-1203 
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Show  neighborhood  support... 


LEVI’S  PLAZA  FITNESS  CENTER 

FITNESS  EVALUATION 
PERSONAL  TRAINING 
AEROBIC  CLASSES 
WEIGHT  TRAINING 
MASSAGE  THERAPY 


1160  BATTERY  ST.  (415)  421-7000 


City  Lights 


BOOKSTORE  &  PUBLISHERS 

261  Columbus  Avenue  San  Francisco,  Ca  94133 


Neptune  Society 

•  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple. . .  Affordable. . .  Personal. . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write ,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 


Patronize  your  local  businesses! 
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Toby  and  Frank  Bloxam 

by  Maggie  Baylis 


Dwellers  who  knew  the  Bloxams  will  be  saddened  to  learn  of  their  deaths,  Toby  on 
August  21,  and  Frank  on  August  23,  1995.  Active  during  critical  periods  as  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  changed,  their  energy  and  ability  helped  protect  Telegraph  Hill  from  unfortu¬ 
nate  development.  They  shared  their  great  vitality  and  love  for  good  food  and  drink 
with  many  local  friends  before  moving  to  Sonoma  in  the  early  90’s.  Toby’s  great  gift  of 
speech  may  have  originated  in  her  Irish  ancestry.  She  read  widely  and  loved  debating 
international,  national  and  local  issues.  By  contrast,  Frank  was  strong  and  silent, 
devoted  to  his  garden. 

Wartime  experiences  brought  them  together.  Toby  was  teaching  in  London  when  her 
school  was  bombed  in  1940.  From  1942-46  she  volunteered  with  England’s  WAAF’s 
The  Women’s  Auxiliary  Air  Force,  servicing  aircraft  —  mostly  spitfires.  She  recalled 
that  her  WAAF  gang  worked  on  front-line  aircraft  for  up  to  14  hours  a  day  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  D-Day.  Frank  had  been  in  London  during  the  1940-41  blitz.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Royal  Navy  and  was  posted  off  the  coast  of  Normandy  on  D-Day.  After  the  war  Toby 
resumed  her  studies  at  the  London  School  of  Economics,  then  took  a  position  as  a 
personnel  officer  at  Harwell,  the  UK’s  Atomic  Energy  Authority.  There  she  met  Frank 
who  had  become  an  engineer  specializing  in  designing  nuclear  reactors.  They  fell  in 
love  and  married  in  1957. 

After  making  their  first  home  in  Canada  they  moved  to  San  Francisco  where  they 
established  themselves  on  Montague  Street  in  a  building  owned  by  the  wonderful  Lena 
Spediacci.  Their  hospitality  and  good  humor  were  the  delight  of  their  friends  who 
fondly  recall  and  miss  them. 
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THD  Committees  Need  You 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD’s  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fellow 
Hill  Dwellers  to  improve  life  on 
the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Pat 
Lorentzen,  781-0456.  Organizes 
S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch 
groups  and  works  with  Police 
Department  on  local  crime 
problems.  Participates  in  Police 
Community  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee. 

H.A.L.O;  Art  Chang,  331- 
9595  x733.  Focuses  on  the 
History,  Art,  Landmarks  and 
Organizations  that  tell,  show, 
demonstrate  and  create  the  story 
of  our  Telegraph  Hill  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Hills  Angels.  Mia  Morrill, 
982-4850.  Getting  families 
together  for  fun  with  their 
children  and  to  work  on  projects 
to  improve  our  environment  on 
Telegraph  Hill. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt. 
982-3314.  Creates  neighborhood 
projects  that  Improve.  Conserve, 
Enhance  the  Hill.  Work  parties 
plant,  clean,  beautify  THD 
N.I.C.E.  Awards  recognize 
“People  Who  Make  a  Differ¬ 
ence.” 

Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 
Cauthen,  391-0737.  Represents 
THD  at  Coalition  for  SF  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  a  city-wide  organiza¬ 
tion  that  meets  monthly  to 


interact  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods  to  discuss  common 
problems. 

Parking  and  Transportation. 
Paul  Switzer,  788-8667.  Repre¬ 
sents  THDers  before  City 
agencies  on  traffic  control,  curb 
markings  and  MUNI  service, 
cooperating  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  groups. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  It’s  goal  is  to  increase 
useability  of  the  Park’s  open 
space  and  to  improve  accessibil¬ 
ity  and  safety  through  planning, 
work  parties  and  fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Jim 

Valenti,  398-0076;  Dick 
Marshall.  885-5128.  Assists 
neighbors  with  zoning  issues  and 
Discretionary  Reviews;  repre¬ 
sents  THD  positions  before  the 
Planning  Commission  and  works 
with  developers  and  the  City  to 
protect  neighborhood  character. 

Waterf  ront/Embarcadcro. 

Bob  Tibbits.  986-7227.  Monitors 
new  development  projects  for 
commercial  and  recreational 
activities  as  they  are  processed  by 
the  Port  Commission.  Planning 
Department  and  SF  Bay  Conser¬ 
vation  and  Development  Com¬ 
mission.  Currently  reviewing 
EIRs  for  the  waterfront  landuse 
plan  and  the  Hyde  Street  fishing 
harbor  project. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Maud  Hallin,  781- 
3761.  As  prescribed  in  By-Laws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  As  prescribed 
in  By-Laws  for  Financial 
Secretary. 

Program.  Ken  Scudder  and 
Kellin  Defiel,  397-8821.  Ar¬ 
ranges  social  events,  including 
quarterly  membership  meetings 
and  get-aquainted  social  func¬ 
tions;  organizes  annual  picnic. 

Semaphore.  Pat  Cady,  397- 
2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine  for 
THD  members. 


India! 

15-day  tour  led  by 
Cheryl  Bentley  departs 
July  20  to  non-touristy 
sites.  $3,750  land/air. 
392-4081. 


THD  Members  & 
Semaphore  Readers 

Please  consider  placing  an 
ad  or  calling  card  with  us. 
Only  $100  a  year  or  $30  per 
issue.  We  need  your  support. 
Write  Steve  Hord,  Ad  Man¬ 
ager,  PO  Box  330159,  SF 
94133;  or  call  781-1117. 
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